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The proof did not seem quite complete, but Nelly
appeared satisfied. Archibald, very excited at his
discovery of the foot-print and the conclusions he
had drawn from it, suggested at once that he should
lay the evidence before the Chief of the Secret Police
and demand the immediate release of Mr Ryan.
But this was a course of procedure that Nelly would
not hear of. They must keep this discovery to them-
selves, they two, she insisted. To this end she made
the disappointed Archibald put the hutch over the
foot-prints again.
"You're not going to tell anyone, then?" asked
Archibald. " Not even Miss Anderby?"
" Miss Anderby-----" began Nelly, and stopped.. , .
" I was talking to Miss Anderby in this stable yester-
day/* she went on. " I think you are right, Archibald,
when you say that a Kling has stolen Old Joke, for
Miss Anderby told me that her father says that a
big Kling merchant in Singapore betted a hundred
thousand dollars that Old Joke would not even run
in the Singapore Derby, even before the horse was
stolen. Miss Anderby says, too, that Mr Templeton
has betted much money that Old Joke will win this
race, and that he is getting very anxious. Mr
M'Whizzle says that he is certain that my father had
a hand in stealing the horse/*
"He is a pretty beast, this M'Whizzle/' put in
Archibald.
w So you see, Archibald/* ended Nelly, " if you gave
your proofs to Mr M'WhizzIe you might do harm.
For Mr M'WhizzIe would rather do anything than
be prove'd wrong."